[The determinants of under-reporting occupational diseases. The case of mesothelioma].
Despite widespread press coverage of the harm caused by the asbestos, 40% of mesothelioma patients still do not file claims for compensation as an occupational disease. We aimed at studying elements that influence the administrative procedure of compensation, in particular social classes and instruction level. This was a statistical analysis of data from the French national survey program of mesothelioma designed to understand social determinants of reporting occupational illness. Data from a give administrative district were then submitted to a qualitative study using in-depth interviews of patients with suspected mesothelioma. Discourse analysis was then applied to the corpus of information collected. Content analysis grouped the data into themes. The statistical analyses tended to show that the higher the educational level, the less often patients filed claims for their occupational disease. Manual workers asked for compensation for their disease more often than executives. The interviews conducted with suspected mesothelioma patients suggest several factors explaining these findings. The process of reporting an occupational disease is often initiated by the primary care physician who informs the patient about the possible link with a previous occupation, explains the procedure and motivate the patient whose main preoccupation is to fight against the illness, and less so to become recognized as a victim. In this context, the physician plays a fundamental role, independently of the patient's social status. Those results throw new light on the complexity of the administrative procedure for reporting occupational diseases in France and highlights possible causes of underdeclaration reporting. Physician awarness of these causes might improve identification of links between occupation and disease and the transmission of adapted information to all concerned patients in order to fight more effectively against the disparities resulting from underreporting.